HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2010.
Present: Councillors Chapman (chairman), Nugent, Williams and Keyes. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC) and five other members of the public.

************************ ************************************

1. Apologies
None.
2. Declarations of interest
None.
3. Minutes of the December meeting
These were signed as a true record without amendment.
Matters arising from the minutes:  Cllr Williams had chased up KCC in respect of the manhole cover but it had still not been attended to. Cllr Nugent said he would draft a letter to be sent to Hoath School, explaining our reasons for objecting to the wind turbine proposal and offering support for other alternative energy initiatives. The Clerk had submitted a grant application to KCC in respect of “kill your speed” signs.
4. KCC and CCC reports
Mr Marsh reported on various KCC matters: he had signed the grant application (referred to above); he asked what we wanted the signs to say and Cllr Williams showed him an existing sign by way of illustration; he has two new salt bins for us: he was told we would like one sited somewhere near the Old Rectory (per previous request to KCC) and one to replace the broken one at Tile Lodge Farm; the KCC element of 2010/11 council tax would be 1.7% higher than in 2009/10; KCC was working hard to mend pot-holes; he undertook to see if he could help reduce the shortfall between our Concurrent Function Grant application and the indicative award; he urged action on consortium buying of solar panels. Cllr Williams asked for Mr Marsh’s support on the matter of speed limits. Mr Marsh did not indicate that he would be able to achieve much on this topic in the near future.
There was no CCC report.

***************** ***************** ********* **********

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· As well as the salt bins mentioned above, it was suggested we needed two more: one at Old Tree and one near the Village Hall. It was also suggested that we acquire a mobile salt spreader which could be obtained quite cheaply and this was accepted as a good idea, subject to satisfactory clarification of who would do the spreading and related insurance issues.
· Allotments: in response to a query, the Chairman reported that there is no news of substance but that work on this continues.
· Building site at rear of Village Hall: concerns were expressed. Cllr Nugent said he had spoken to the builders and had been satisfied with their reassurances but he would keep the matter under review.
· Parish “design statement”: there had been no recent work on this as we did not have the resources. The Clerk was asked to contact CCC to see if they could help.
· Village green: it seems almost certain that the first objective is to identify a suitable piece land but Cllr Nugent said he would check again on the funding position with the organisation previously identified.

· Youth Council: Amanda Sparkes and Kirsty Heath are to visit the youth club at its coming meeting.

· It was reported that there are two access holes in roads to do with Southern Water which need attention as they are dangerous. One is by the Knaves Ash crossroads and one at Millbank on Ford Hill. The Clerk was asked to take the matter up with Southern Water.
**************************** ******************************

5 Planning
Application CA/09/01808/FUL had been granted. In response to a query from Cllr Nugent, the Clerk undertook to follow up the matter of the structure behind the Old Dairy, no news having been received on this recently.
6 Correspondence
This had all been itemised in the Clerk’s report. Significant items, not included elsewhere in these minutes, included:

· Letter to CCC requesting a precept for 2010/11 of £4,883, as approved at the December meeting.
· Letter from CCC indicating likely Concurrent Function Grant award for 2010/11 of £3,960.14. This compared to the amount applied for of £5,450. The shortfall was due to the severe scaling back of all parishes’ “desirable” items, which in Hoath’s case was mainly the interior decorations of the Village Hall.
· Pam Hardiman had emailed, soliciting items for the Hoath web-site.
7 Report of the RFO
The bank and cash book balance stood at £7,921.70 at December 31st.
Invoices of £379.35 (clerk salary and expenses) and £32.50 (James Pughe for grass cutting) were approved for payment.

8 Youth council update
Dealt with above.
9 Councillors’ reports
Cllr Nugent reported on a very low flying Chinook helicopter which had caused his horses to bolt. He had complained to the MOD, who could be contacted on 0207 218 6020. They are duty bound to respond within 15 days.

He reported that he and Amanda Sparkes of CCC were to speak at the Chislet Parish Council meeting on 18th March on the subject of the Parish Forum Working Group.
Cllr Williams reported that the flagstone seemed to be back over the drain in Church Road but that the drain needed clearing. He would follow this up along with manhole cover issue referred to earlier in the meeting.
The Clerk having reported on his conversation with KALC on the subject of the filming of traffic, Cllr Chapman asked him to pursue a formal legal opinion on the matter. Additionally, the Clerk was asked to enquire as to the possibility of having a road-side traffic census recorder installed for a period and to ask local parishes if they have an “SIDs” (“speed indicator devices”) we could borrow.

10 Any other business and dates of future meetings
There was no further business. The date of the meetings for 2010 were fixed as follows:
February 10th; March 10th; April 14th; May 12th (this would also be the annual parish meeting); 9th June; 14th July; 8th September; 13th October; 10th November; 8th December.

The meeting was declared closed at 9.05 pm

Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

January 15th 2010.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________
Colin Chapman, Chairman, Hoath Parish Council.

